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birth, was holding the post of Burgomaster of his native town, an office
which he filled no less than nine times.   Peter was the eldest of several
children, and with the rest of the family he had the misfortune early to
lose his excellent mother, ^gidia van Houwenbgen.   His father married
again, and the second wife proved not only a very kind and considerate
stepmother to the children, but  her high character was not without its
effect on the subject of these remarks.   Peter, though sufficiently devout
as a boy, loving to serve Mass and be present at religious ceremonies, yet
showed much high spirit, and even waywardness, the latter happily not
of a serious character.    Many of his young companions were frivolous
and even " dangerous," but Peter's good sense, religious upbringing and
firm disposition brought him, with the help of God's Grace, unscathed
through his difficult time.   At the age of fifteen, Peter entered the Uni-
versity of Cologne, where he formed a close friendship with a saintly and
sympathetic priest, Nikolaus van Esch.   Among other things. Van Esch
strengthened the young student's resolution in the Faith, a serivce much
needed at that time, owing to the strife going on in the University city
between the supporters and antagonists of the Archbishop Hermann von
Weid (1515-47), who, after opposing the beginnings of the Reformation,
ended by giving his active support to the new heresy, or rather set of
heresies.   In due course, Peter took his Master of Arts degree, and then
commenced divinity.   About the age of eighteen, he pledged himself to a
life of celibacy, and prayed the Lord to " show me Thy ways and teach me
to walk in them,"
This being so, all plans for a career in the world were set aside, in-
cluding a brilliant match, but after seriously considering the Carthusians
and their holy life of prayer, silence, and mortification, young Canisius,
now twenty-three, chose the Society of Jesus, He made the Spiritual
Exercises for thirty days under Father Peter Faber, one of the original
companions of St Ignatius, and on 8th May, 1543, entered the lately
established novitiate at Cologne, On I3th June, 1546, he said his first
Mass, and such was his reputation already for learning and preaching,
that the following year he was named Procurator to the Bishop of Augs-
burg at the Council of Trent. Later, he lived with St Ignatius for six
months at Rome, then was sent to Messina to teach Rhetoric in the Jesuit
College there, and after a year was recalled to Rome to receive further
instructions for what was to be his life-work.
Though the great schism of the West had brought about many evils
in Germany, as elsewhere, and the higher ranks of the hierarchy were too
often filled by ambitious worldlings, yet not a little of the spiritual decadence
of the time in the Empire was directly due to a too numerous and badly-
instructed parish clergy. Among the many zealous persons who wished